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A brief Account of the Priviledges and Im- 


pe4Li4th 


munities granted by the French King to 
the Eaft-India Company, &c. of France, 
for the encouraging and improving of 
Trade and Navigation. | 


. The French King by Edi hath granted, 


is 2 all that will tranſplant themſelves into 
the French Colonies in the Eaft-Indies, 

ſhall be accommodated with all conveniencies what- 

ſoever. in the Companies Ships. Joh 


2. That upon their arrival there, Lands in ſuch | 


and ſuch Proportions ſhould be ſet out to them, as 
their own proper Inheritance for ever. 

3- That as they ſhould pay no more than a {mall 
Acknowledgement for the ſaid. I2rd+, at fo much 
per Acre, ſo that beſides the {ma!! N.ent, they ſhould 
be charged with no other Publique Duty or Tax 
whatſoever.” p | 211) 

4.' That beſide the Provitions by Sea, the faid 
Planters-might be furnithed by the 124d Company, 
with all ſorts of Goods, Cloaths, *F601s, and other 

A 2 n ovei]aries 


c 2) 
neceſſaries for Husbandry or Traffick, at very mo- 
derate Rates, if defired by them. 

$. That three years time ſhould be allowed the 

| ſaid Planters for re-payment of the ſaid Charges and 

Goods, the {ame .to.be latisfied to the ſaid Com- 

pany out of the Commodities, produced an the ſaid 
Country, and not otherwiſe. 

6. That all that ſhall continue to live there eight 
years, ſhall be; accqunted, Maſters of their Trakes 
mm all the Cities in France. | 

That all that are born there A's F Kal Jy 
all other the Natives turning to che Rowan Religion, 
ard ſabmitting to the F rench King, ſhall have the 

Priviledges of Natives of France, in France.” i * 
Thar the (aid New Company having ſentitaway 
their firſt Fleet, do in the next place take care to 
ſettle their own Government in' France, ordering 
the chief Chamber of Direction'to be at Paris - as 
* . afliſtant to which there are appointed five other 
Chambers, iz. one at Lyons, one at Roan, one 
at Nants , |; one at Hanre Ae grace , and one at 
Bownlodba: | 
' Thar for the encouragement of the (aid chief 
Chamber of Direction at Pars, it 1s farther agreed 
that the Seiur Colbert, ſhall preſi de on bchalf of the 
King, and of his Increſt in oy {aid Stock; 'and that 
there ſhall be one and twenty-other Direfors, be- 
lides the ſaid Preſident, and that the Body of the 


ſaid 


_ coed 


(3) | 
faid DireQors, ſhall be divided into three diſtin& 
Colledges, as they call them. ' 
| One to have the charge of all Letters, and Diſ- 


- patches, with the general overſight of the Principal 


Officers, that they fee they fail not in their re- 
ſpe&ive Charges and Duties: As alſo to ſee con- 
ſtantly that all Orders, made at any general Meet- 
ing, be duly obſerved, and put into execution. 

The ſecond Colledge is to take the whole care 
of buying in all ſorts of Stoves, as alſo to take care 


' for the building, fitting and ſerting forth of ſuch 


Fleets and Shipping, as ſhould be appointed by the 
ſaid Company to be built, and ſent into the Indies, 
together with the care of oorng, accommoda- 
ting and fupplying ſuch Paflengers, and ſending ſuch 
Officers thither, as ſhall be thought fit. 


©. The third Colledpe is to have the management 


and principal care of all the Merchantile part, re- 
lating to the buying of all ſuch Commodities as 
ſhould he ſent into the Indies, as allo to the carefull 
receiving, ſtoring and. diſpoſing of all ſuch Com- 


. modities as ſhould be brought home in return from: 


thence: - | 
© All which DireCors when choſen, are to con-- 
tinue in their reſpective capacities for ſeven years. 


The: 


4) 


The Sum of the ſaid Companies Privi- 
. ledges are theſe. 


L. s he they ſhall have the ſole power of Na- 


vigation and Commerce both into the 
EaSft-Indies, and into the South-Sea, for the term of 


$0 years, commencing from March 1665, at which 


time the firſt Fleet that went thither ſet Say]. 

2. That they ſhall have theSoveraignLordſ{hip,Do- 
minion and Propriety of the whole Iſle of Madagaſ- 
car, with the Right and Propriety of all ſuch Mines 
or other Commodities , as ſhall be found or pro- 
duced there. | | 

3- -That they ſhall have the like Propriety, Do- 
minion and Rights of Soveraignty , in and over all 
{uch Iſlands, Countreys, Provinces, Forts or other 
places, which they ſhall eicher Conquer or Purchaſe 


trom others, or that they ſhall find deſerted or pol- 


{efſed only of Barbarians. BA | 
4. That the ſaidCompany ſhall therefore have the 

ſole power of ſending, appointing and deputing of 

all ſuch Officers, and Judges, as ſhall be thought 


neceſlary 1 any of the laid places, for the plenary * 


Execution of Soveraign juſtice, and the ſame again 


to remove and diſplace at pleaſure, and as they ſhall 


ſee occaſion, | 


5. That the ſaid Company ſhall have power to 


{end 
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(5) 
ſend or depute Perſons in the quality of Ambaſla- 


- dors in the name of the King of France, to treat or 


to refide in any Court of the Kings orPotententates 
of the Eafti-Indies or of the South-Seas. 
6: That the ſaid Company ſhall have power 


therefore upon all occafion to enter into League or 


to declare War with any of the ſaid Kings or Poten- 
tates, and to do all other Act or Aﬀts, which they 


ſhall think beſt or judge moſt to be of advantage to 


the 1aid Commerce, 

7. That they ſhall have power therefore to arm 
and ſet out fuch a number of Men of War, to take 
the Goods and Subje&ts of ſuch Princes, as they 
ſhall have' an open: difference with, and to make 


" Prize of them, and to convert the benefit of the ſaid 


Prizes to their own uſe. ' | 

\ | 8. The King promiſeth to defend the ſaid Com- 
pany againſt all perſons, and to employ the force 
of his Arms to maintam them in their Liberties, 


. and to prote& them in their going and returning 


from” the Judies, with: fuch' a' number of Men of 
War, as the Company ſhall need, not only upon 


the Coaſts of Exrope and Africa, but even in the 


Indies it ſelf. | 

-. 9. Accordingly the King fpares them three Men 
of War ro -go out with the ſecond Fleet, which is 
to conveigh them into the bottom of the Indies it 
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ro. The King. grants them:to be furniſhed with 


Salt for their Proviſtons, without any. Tax or Ex- - 
cile Jaid upon it, paying- only the' Merchants 


price. ; : | 
11. The King further promifeth and engageth, 
that"during the whole time of the Companies Char- 


ter or Grant, no Cuſtom or Daty ſhall be required 
of them, upon their Entry or importing- of .any 


Timber, or ot any Iron or Cannon, or of any Cor- 
dage or Ammunition of War, or of' any other 
thing relating to ſtores for Shipping, or the neceſ- 


fary Building, Furniſhing, Victualing or Equipping 


of them. BOIE | y. 
12, He further promileth that all Merchandize 
and Commodities whatſoever, that ſhall þe brought 
from the Indies, which ſhall be again exparted.ont 
of France into' any other Country, ſhall be wholly 
exempted from the Payment of any Duty and; Cu+ 
ſtom for it, either outwards or inwards. | 


13. The King further promiſeth that for the - 


better ſupport of ; the-extraordinary'charge of the 
ſaid Company, he' will out of his. own bounty, 
allow the Sum of 5o Livers upon every Tun of 


Goods that ſhall be exported by the ſaid Compas- 
ny into the Jndics towards theDiſcharge orPayment 
of their freight outwards, -afhd 75 Livers more for - 


every Tun of Goods'that ſhall be imported by tbe 
ſaid Company into France towards the defraying 
| - | the 


_ 


(>) 
the charge” of their freight home, and that this he 
will do. conſtantly whatever the Sum be, that it 
ſhall” amount unto ; which Sums ſhall be therefore 
paid by the King from time to time tothe Caſheire 
General of the {aid Company. 

14. That over and above the ſaid Sum he.doth 

engage to' lend or advance to the ſaid Company 3 
MyrHions of Livers, as the fifth part of the whole 
Stock, which he promiſeth to urs them freely 
alſo, and without any'confideration for it for Ten 
years. 
At the expiration of which time, they are there- 
fore to return it ; unleſs that the Capital Stock it 
felf, do through any accident extraordinary come 
ro a loſs, and in that caſe the King is pleaſed that 
the los Thall not fall upon the Company, that have 
ſo 'freely engaged upon” the' Tnvitation, but anly 
upon himlſelt, 25 | 

15. For rhe Enconragemens of the DireCors 
of the ſaid Company? he” promiſerh alfo, 'rhat all 
they who' ſhall acquit chemlelves and their ſervice 
to''the' dartsfatton of the ſaid Company, ſhall re- 


ceive from him,thoſe marks of Honoyr, as ſhall 


Ubfedeeo thei, — fteritfesreſpettivelyfpr'ever: 


of 


© 2x67 For "the encotitagetnent of Perſons to Sub- 
eve, he 6th dS ee F 'who 

the 'Sib;eft of 'any Horraign Prince {hall carer info 
the ſaid Company, mnl*Hhdll.pay in'20 thouſand 


any ſtranger, ' wha is 
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SY, 
Lrvers, ſhal{ be eſteemed ' as a Native-of Frence, 
and ſhall enjoy ipſo faSo the Priviledges of a Native, 
without . any need of further Letters of NaturMliza- 
tion, and their Heirs or Kindred though ſtrangers 
ſhall ioheric all their Eſtate in that Kingdom. 

x 7. He further engageth that no ſuch Sum what- 
ever, that ſhall be ſubſcribed and paid into the ſaid 
Stock , ſhall be at all lyable to be {eized upon,even 
though there ſhould be Wars declared, between 
the Faid King, and the Prince of that Country of 
which he is aSubject. | 

18. That all ſuch Officers of France, as ſhould 
ſubſcribe 20 thouſand Livers to the ſaid Stock, 
ſhould be diſpenſed by that AQ of theirs, with their 
reſidence 1n the refpeCtive places of their eſtabliſh- 
ment, and. ſhall not -be obliged to the ſame ſtria- 
_—_ duty as is Tequired of all, by the ſaid Kings 
Edidts. | 

19. That all ſuch as ſhall ſubſcribe $00 Livers 
to the ſaid Stock ſhall be free of any City in Frence, 
ſave Paris, Roan, Bourdeaux and Bajone,and all that 
ſhall ſubſcribe 20000 Livers ſhall be free of thoſe 
Cities alſo. 

20. That none having any Stock in the ſaid Com- 
pany of what proportion ſoever, ſhall be lyable to 
have it ſeized by any Creditor, nor ſhall any Wages 
due to any that ſerves the ſaid Company be lyable 

to the Arreſt of any Company. 


21, That 


Tag ER RT 


/\ 


(9s) 

-: 2x; That all Contrafts whas(oever,muade by any 
te Pefſons with the ſaid Company, either for 
of Ggods from; or felling of Goods to the 
Company, ſhall be made good by the ſaid Perſons 
1 bona fide without any colluſion, and that no manner 
of proteGion ſhall berallowed to the ſaid perſons, 

to the prejudice of defrauding the ſaid Company. 
All whichPriviledges with many otherCovenants, 
being ſigned and conſented unto by the King, are 
ſent to the Partiameat to be Repiftred and contir= 
med, which is accordingly done and then publiſhed. 
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"- fn Extrafi of 4 Declaration which the French King 
hath put forth for the encouragement of Trade in 
., gemerel ; wherein he doth engage binſelf, 


j O allow to all Merchants, and to any other: 
that ſhall for the future build any Veſlel 
| in France, amounting.to a hundred Tuns, and from 
thence'to' two hundred. Tuns, the ſum of five Livers 
upon every Tun; towards the defraying of the charge 
of the ſaid Veſſel in the building of her ; and if the 
| Faid Veflel ſhall be above two hundred Tuns, be 
pron allow fix 'Livers per Tun towards the 
_—_— of it : That is toſay, ene thouſand eight 
Livers for every Ship of three hundred 

B 2 
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Tans, and (o propertivachly to ng rate fdr al that | 
ſhall be bigger. | 209 tvr-2noh19'Þ owing | 
. 1:6. 8 promiſerh to allow Fori Liversper er Tun, | 
rowards the recompencing any that ſhall buy an | 
Veſiels from any Foreigners, and bring 1 them in l 
France : Provided that the Veſſel fo bought &6 = -. 4 
of it belong to Frenchmen, and that no Strapget of | 
Foreigner have part of it. : 
- 3. Heengageth to allow every Veſlet that is 
ward of an hutidred 'Tuns, and: don bel, wo 
to Frenchmen , and that ſhall ſail wh 
Frenchmen into the Baltick-Sea, or to any Gar = R 
Norway, or into any part of Moſcovia, rwo-Livers 
upon every Tun that the ſaid Ship ſhall carry el 
be paid conſtantly for chefy Voyabe ſhe ſhall make 
into thoſe parts. 
4. He Firther Engageth that every | VAſte# or 
| Commander of a Ship which ſhall carry any Perſons 
into Cantata or New found Lund, of meto another l 
place where French Colonies are, of May be eſta- 
bliſhed ſhall be allowed fveLiverofos y main, © 7 
and'threeLivers for every: worth: they- Ahaldſo arty. | 
That for the Diſt + th} bby ra Sin a | 
poh the fiftiof | 
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| F rag | "Roan, 'Sti-Meſos, Nants, ,Rochel, Bong, 
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Bayone, i Tourri, Marbanne; Arles, 'Marcellis, 
Hoote>afid | Eyanadilalll anact, onee a year; che 
v4 Town Hallk|lof She! faid{;Cities, Wi, 
Yp6nthe firſt day of{Fabruay,. av fhall therg from | 

| tinfeX6 Und hook rookie dooiherperenced 
| Merchants among them whoſe names { being fo 
3 choſon ) they ſhall tranſmit to the Seiur Colbert, 
ol that out of them the King ſha!l chooſe fucha num- 
BY ber, as he ſhall think fit for the ſeveral Provinces of 
» Picardy, Normandy, Brettany, Tours, Poictou, Xon- 
: toignes Guinne, Languedoc, Provence and Lyons to 
_ reſide at Court for-year,-and to. hold during thew 
reſpettive reſidence, a Correſpondency conſtantly 
with the Merchants of the ſaid feveral-Provinces, 
h committed to their charge for the better informati- 
[8E on of the King of what ev& hall be found requiſite 
! for the increaſe or eſtabliſhment of the Trade of that 

| Nation. | 

| __ The King further enjoyneth, that all the Mer- 
%: chants lo yearly C "hattonee ayear, <uican 
the 20 day of J4ne meet in three ſeveral Aſſemblies 
Aa in ſome of the Cfpint Crries, atwich aflem- 
(| 'blies the Maſteft of Requeſts for the ſaid City, or 
ſome ſuch whom the. King ſhall depute ſhall be pre- 
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Qive Provihces:ſhall be- 
of the decay or Diminution-of any of thele. ſhall be 
examined, and+ the means for: reſtoring. the ſaid 
Trades or ManufaQures 'deliberared, | and. the R 
ſolve upon the whole ſhall be order] y digeſted, 
ſent up to Seinr Colbersto Report to theKing, that 
he may give Len CEE IEERNE ſhall be meek. 
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